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You have learned in your Practical Research 2 the characteristics of a good research idea based on the F-I-N-E-R mnemonic: Feasible, Interesting, Novel, Ethical, and Relevant. Upon framing a general research topic or maybe research title, the next step is to formulate your research questions.
A research question is the question around which you center your research. Research questions will provide you direction through the research and writing process. A research question should be:

1. Clear. It provides enough specifics that one’s audience can easily understand its purpose without needing additional explanation.
2. Focused. It is narrow enough that it can be answered thoroughly in the space and time the writing task allows.
3. Complex: It is not answerable with a simple “yes” or “no”, but rather requires analysis and synthesis of ideas and data before reaching an answer. 
4. Concise. It is expressed in the fewest possible words.


Exercise:

Consider the four elements of a research question described above. Start asking yourself questions (maximum 3) about your approved research topic from your Practical Research 2. You may write open-ended questions using “what”, “how”, or “why”. 
You may write your research questions from Practical Research 2, if they have been previously approved.

Question 1:
Question 2:
Question 3:
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