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	Activity Title:
	Evaluating a Research Question

	Learning Target:
	To evaluate research question/s
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Not everyone is born a good writer. As a matter of fact, even the most brilliant authors need editors to refine their work. In scientific writing, it is common practice for scientists to review their own work before subjecting their work to peer review process for colleagues to evaluate the research quality. 
In this activity you will learn how to evaluate your own research questions against two criteria – clarity and focus.

Clarity: Is your research question clear? 
Focus: Is your research question focused? 

Examples:
Unclear: How should social networking sites address the harm they cause?
Clear: What action should social networking sites like Facebook take to protect users’ personal information and privacy?

Unfocused: What is the effect of global warming on the environment?
Focused: What is the effect of sea-level rise on mangroves in the Philippines?

Unclear and unfocused: How are doctors addressing COVID-19 in China?
Clear and focused: What genetic factors predict whether Chinese will get infected by nCOV or are relatively immune to nCov? 


Exercise:
Evaluate the research questions from your previous activity against the two criteria of good research questions. Determine whether your questions would be effective or whether they need revising and refining. Retain the questions that are effective and revise the questions that are unclear, unfocused, and too simple. Summarize in table format.
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