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Activity Title: Arcs of a Circle: Major Arc
Learning Target: To find the degree measure of a major arc of a circle.
References: C.R. Hirsch, et.al., Geometry, pp. 400-401

(Author, Title, Pages) p Cpuel, CVIF Learning Activities

efinition: Degree Measure of a Major Arc
The degree measure of a major arc is 360 minus the measure of the
corresponding minor arc.

Example:

minor arc : mAB_
o B majorarc: mAPB = 360 — mAB
—
mAPB = 360 - 76
N
mAPB = 284

Remember: To avoid confusion, we will always use three letters for three points
to name a major arc. A minor arc will be named with two letters for

two points.
Q
Exercises: Consider the diagram. 58°
. T S N ..
Answer the following. R TQS is a semicircle or
. half of a circle.
1) mTQ =
2) ma\S =
VS
3) mTQS =
4) mSRQ =

5) What happens if you connect the major arc and the minor arc of the
circle?




