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References: C.R. Hirsch, et.al., Geometry, pp. 400-401
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Definition: Central Angle
A central angle of a circle is an angle that lies in the A
plane of the circle and whose vertex is the center of the
fu\ e
>

circle.
Example: In the diagram where C is the center of
the circle, 2 ACB is a central angle.

Definition: Minor Arc

A minor arc of a circle is the set of points on the circle that lie in the
interior of a central angle.

Example: In the diagram, 4B is a minor arc.

Definition: Degree Measure of a Minor Arc
The degree measure of a minor arc is the measure of its central angle.
Example: In the diagram above, the measures are:
central angle: m £ ACB = 50°

minor arc: mAB = 50°
Thus, m 2 ACB = mAB = 50°.
X

Exercises: Consider the diagram. Answer the following. W 64° |,
Give: Y
1) Two (2) centralangles £ _, /
2) Two minor arcs ,
3) mXZ= In the diagram above,
4) mWw?R = WXZ is a semicircle or

5) msWYX = half of a circle




