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GEMEINSCHAFT  
Rural life typifies this form.  

People share a feeling of community.  

Social interactions, including 
negotiations, are intimate and similar.  
The spirit of cooperation and unity of 
will is prevalent. Self-interests dominate. 

Tasks and personal relationships are 
inseparable. 

Task being performed is paramount, 
relationships are subordinate. 

There is less valuing of privacy. Privacy is of great importance. 
Informal social control predominates. Formal social control is evident. 

There is less tolerance of deviance. There is greater tolerance of 
deviance. 

Emphasis is on ascribed statuses. Emphasis is more on achieved 
statuses. 

Social change is relatively limited. Social change is very evident. 
 
Exercise: (Explanations must not exceed 4 simple sentences for each item.) 

1) Explain the meaning of deviance. 
2) Differentiate ascribed statuses from achieved statuses. 
 

Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft

on the idea of Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft

A German sociologist named Ferdinand Tonnies (1887) has developed the 
idea of Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft. This idea has been created after he 
observed the changes of society specifically the rise of an industrial city in his 
country. Gemeinschaft is the term he used to name a rural community and 
Gesellschaft for an urban community.

Below is the table of comparison between Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft.

GESELLSCHAFT
Urban life typifies this form.
People perceive little sense of 
commonality.
Social interactions, including 
negotiations, are more likely task
specific.


