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Citizenship is an idea from the West. This idea started with the Cynics whose 

doctrine states that one is a citizen of the world. For them, the good of man consists 

merely in living with society with oneself. 
 

Historical Evolution of “Citizenship” 
 

 The concept of citizenship started in the city-states of ancient Greece 

(particularly Athens) and was later carried over into Roman Republic and Empire. 

The idea of citizenship flourished in the Italian merchant cities and was also 

transformed by Christianity. After the Renaissance (1450-1600), citizens were seen 

as subjects, and the idea of citizenship nearly disappeared. However, when towns 

and cities were developed, the idea of citizenship was reborn to distinguish the 

resident of the city from the subjects who resided outside. 

 Citizenship also implies territorial boundaries which for so long defined by the 

city.  Only during the modern era that the boundaries were expanded beyond city 

and encompassed the nation-state. The modern understanding of citizenship was a 

result of the French (1789-1799) and American (1775-1783) Revolutions which 

established the republican government in Europe and the Americas. 
 

General Concept: 
 

 Citizenship is a concept which implies that one is only considered a citizen 

when that person is a participatory member of a political community. Citizenship is 

gained by meeting the legal requirements of a national, state, or local government. 

A nation grants certain rights and privileges to its citizens. In return, citizens are 

expected to obey their country’s laws and defend it against its enemies. 

 

Exercises: (Use of gadgets are allowed) 
 

 

1. Research and write the Preamble of the 1987 Philippine Constitution.  
 

2. Write all the provisions of citizenship as stated in the 1987 Philippine 

Constitution. 


