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Community as a term covers a broad scope differently viewed by community 

members, the general public, and sociologists. These notions are: "the complete 

community, the community of limited liability, the community as a 

society, and the personal community." 

 

A. The complete community. This refers to the interdependence of large 

groups of people for their basic needs such as food, health, education, 

transportation, and basic utilities. The size of the community ranges from 

towns to urbanized cities. To achieve the better welfare of all, there are well-

defined functional relations between community members regardless of social 

attributes, culture, and economic background. 

B. The community of limited liability. This notion focuses on neighborhoods 

and natural clustering of smaller groups of individuals with shared interests 

within larger communities. This is especially observed in large urbanized areas 

where the sense of familiarity and friendship are compromised by the bigger 

population and heavy workload or hectic schedules of members of the larger 

community. In this case, individual households tend to limit interaction with 

the whole of the large community.  

C. The community as a society. This refers to various groups which give 

priority to socio-economic status and particular shared abilities and 

backgrounds. This is why this community is often considered as a status 

community which does not depend on the geographical boundaries limiting 

members. 

D. The personal community. Here individuals enjoy a high level of support 

and involvement in the community's shared goals and interests, overriding 

differences in social status. Clustering is fostered by geographical boundaries. 

 

Exercises:  

In your own words, differentiate community as society from personal 

community. Give two specific examples for each type to support your answer. 


