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People with identified commonalities tend to form social groups and clusters. 

Thus, communities may be created based on various driving forces. These, in turn, 

determine the typology for characterizing the different communities formed.  
 
Important Elements of a Community 

• Criteria for membership 
o Geographical location 
o Shared interests – personal, professional and vocational, spiritual, 

cultural, political 
o Shared social and economic conditions 

 
• Social interactions 

o Extent 
o Degree 
o Stability – level of commitment and engagement 

 
• Shared vision 

o Organization and methodology for achieving goals for the common good 
o Mechanisms for maintaining peace, order and social equilibrium 

 
Other determinant characteristics: 

• Size (for example, ranging from a few households to a city or beyond) 
• Level of sophistication (rural to highly urbanized) 
• Complexity in social structure and organization 

• Technological development 
 

Exercises: Limit each answer to three simple sentences. 
 

1. For the community to which you belong, identify which of the elements apply. 
Describe your community based on the other determinant characteristics. 

2. Comment on a possible scenario when the size of a community becomes too 
large. How can social structure and organization complement the growth in 
size of a community? 


