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Urban communities include cities, metropolitan areas, and those with many 

large commercial establishments. The high density and diversity of population in 

urban communities have given rise to new dimensions in social organization, 

behavior, orientation, and attitudes. The emergence of urban communities has 

changed human lifestyles and values.  

 

Below are the basic features of urban communities: 

 

A) Job-based population increase. Many people from rural areas migrate to 

urban areas for business and job opportunities. There is now congestion in 

the cities which has led to complex social and economic problems such as 

housing, transportation, crime rates, etc. 

 

B) More detached relationships. Unlike in rural communities, people living in 

urban areas have fewer personal relationships. Social interactions are 

characterized by individualism, mobility, formality, objectivity, detachment, 

and pursuit of self-interest or career goals. "Anonymity" is appreciated and a 

“don’t get involved” attitude is often maintained for safety and security 

especially in areas with high crime rates. 

 

C) Specialization. Specialization is an important feature in urban areas where 

we can observe that special higher-level training and skills are required. 

Employment is competitive and more professionally based on competence. 

 

Exercise:  

Cite one commonality for people in an urban setting that could justify the use 

of the term community. Explain your answer (max 3 simple sentences). 


