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Pros and Cons of Qualitative Research 
 

 Advantages 
1) This approach may allow the researcher to capture the qualities of the 

world that are difficult to express as numbers. 
2) The researcher may find unexpected but valuable information in the 

broader observations allowed for in qualitative research. 
 

Disadvantages 
Qualitative datasets, such as interviews, are often more complex and open 

to the interpretation of the experimenter. As a result: 
1) This type of research is difficult to repeat. 
2) It is hard to study many samples or individuals. 
3) It requires a high level of expertise in the area of research. 

 

Exercises: Answer in no more than one (1) complete sentence. 
1) Give an example of a characteristic that would be hard to express as 

numbers. 
2) Why would a qualitative research project be hard to repeat to reach the 

same conclusion? 
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