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Characteristics of Research 
 

1) Original – Research aims to discover something new or something old 
but from an interesting or different angle not thought of before. 

2) Systematic – Research is based on clear procedures and principles. 
3) Analytical – Research utilizes logical reasoning. 
4) Critical – Research exhibits objective analysis of facts to form a 

judgment. 
5) Accurate – Research demands a careful investigation that minimizes 

error, or at least recognizes corresponding uncertainties. 
6) Reproducible – The research design is based on clear procedures so 

that any researcher can test the results. 
7) Generative – Research is a generative process because key results could 

lead to other new questions that open new lines of research.      
 

Exercises: Answer in no more than one (1) complete sentence.  
 

1) Choose one of the characteristics above that is advantageous for a 
qualitative research approach and elaborate using a specific example. 

2) Choose one of the characteristics above that can be a challenge for a 
qualitative research approach and elaborate using a specific example. 

3) Write one more characteristic other than those listed above that you think 
is desirable for research.   
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