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The research title is an important aspect of a research paper. A good 
research title provides an overall picture of the research paper’s content condensed 
in the fewest of words and shortest possible way, yet in clear and understandable 
language. It must capture the attention and interest of readers. It must 
differentiate itself from other studies of the same subject matter. 

A research paper title contains the following information: 
1) The research problem (what); 
2) The purpose of the research (why); 
3) The population being tested (who); 
4) The study design or method used in the investigation (how); and 
5) The locale of the study (where). 

 
In formulating a good research title, take note of the following: 
• Keep the title simple, brief, clear, and attractive. A title is typically 

only 10 to 12 words long. Lengthy titles take away the reader’s attention 
from the important points of the research paper. 

• Use appropriate descriptive words. The title must contain key words 
used to define the nature of the study. 

• Avoid abbreviations, chemical formulas, brand names, and jargon. 
Terms unfamiliar to the readers must be left out.  

 
In summary, the aim of a title is to capture the attention of the readers and 

to highlight the research problem under investigation.   
 
Activity:  

 Together with your groupmates, formulate a research title for your proposed 
research. Have this assessed by your expert teacher.  
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