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 At the heart of science is the use of observation and reason to gain an 
improved understanding of the world around us. Two approaches we can take 
towards this goal are quantitative research and qualitative research. In 
quantitative research, characteristics of reality and nature are converted into, 
and studied as, numbers. In qualitative research, qualities of the world around 
us are described and studied using non-numerical approaches. 

 

Example: 
We decided to determine whether people liked the movie Finding Nemo or 

Toy Story better by studying people who watched each. A quantitative approach 
would be to ask each moviegoer to rate the quality of the movie they watched on 
a scale of 1–10. A qualitative approach would be to interview the moviegoers on 
what they thought of the movie.  

 

Exercise: Answer in no more than three (3) complete sentences. 
 We want to study how successful the CVIF–Dynamic Learning Program (DLP) 
is. If we want to do quantitative research, what is a source of data (information) 
we could use? How can we do it using a qualitative approach? 

 

Approach Source of Data  

Quantitative 
 
 
 

Qualitative 
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1) To distinguish between quantitative and qualitative research. 
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